
LEWISHAM CENTRAL LOCAL ASSEMBLY
MEETING

Saturday 12 March 2016 12.00pm – 2.00pm
Hither Green Baptist Church Hall

Theodore Road, London SE13

Record of Meeting

Item Actions
1 Welcome, Introduction & Format of meeting

Cllr Stella Jeffrey welcomed everyone and went through the format 
of the meeting. 
 

2 Rural Urban Synthesis Society (RUSS)

Mike Reed from RUSS (a community land trust) informed the 
meeting about a new self-build community land trust project 
happening in Ladywell. The group is working towards acquiring a 
site in Church Grove, a former school in Ladywell which it hopes to 
develop to provide 33 new unique, sustainable high quality homes 
that are permanently affordable and partly self-build. A ballot to 
select self-build residents from all those received is to take place at 
the Civic Suite on 18th march. The ballot will decide who is in the 
resident group who would design and construct homes and those 
that will be placed on the waiting list. All successful applicants 
including those on the waiting list will be invited to the first group 
meeting on a date To Be decided.

Once the acquisition of the land has been completed, the group 
would be seeking ideas from residents on the temporary use of the 
land. Temporary usage could include, community garden or an art 
studio. Updates as they arise can be tracked on the group webpage 
at info@theruss.org. The group is working with architects and 
professional advisers, members of the Church Grove self-build and 
wider membership to determine what the new community would 
look like.

Timetable
 the group aims to submit a planning application in late 2016
 construction will begin in January 2018
 It is hoped that the project will be completed by 2020.

How you can get involved
With just 1 pound residents can become a member of RUSS, get 
involved in the meetings, give advice on the temporary use of the 
site and go along to the ballot meeting. The group meets at the 
Ladywell Tavern pub in the gallery space on the first and third week 

mailto:info@theruss.org
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of every month. A question and answer session followed this 
update.

3 Update and discussion on a Cleaner, Greener Better 
Environment

The chair informed the meeting that members of the coordinating 
group has met since the last meeting held in January to look at the 
results collected from the Assembly priority review exercise 
conducted at the last meeting. The group concluded that a better 
outcome can be achieved by focusing on one priority per year. For 
this year the main focus for the Assembly would be on achieving a 
Cleaner, Greener and Better Environment for Lewisham Central. To 
this end, the Assembly may probably need to take into 
consideration the ongoing improvement works happening in the 
Centre of Lewisham, the current general outlook of market area, 
shops, emerging new developments, but also thinking about the 
residential streets, ensuring that they are more appealing.

Some of the ideas that came out of the consultation was to 
encourage more diverse businesses to come to the area, rubbish 
and bins left on pavements and organising clean-up days. Particular 
reference was made to a recent nationwide movement encouraging 
people to get involved in clean-ups in their own community. 

Further concerns were raised around bins and rubbish on the 
streets. Considerations were given to how to get people to store 
their bins so they only come out onto the streets when they need to. 
Can residents be encouraged to share a bin?  Another matter 
raised in the consultation was concerning the planting and 
replacement of street trees, shrubs and bulbs to beautify the ward 
as well as continued care for them, getting people to undertake 
nurturing the pants. Other suggestion was to perhaps have a 
competition to commend best efforts. Air quality was also raised as 
an issue for the area. Are there anything the Assembly can do to 
minimise this problem, perhaps campaigning for fewer car journey. 

Looking at what is possible, the chair directed the meeting to work 
with other people on their table on an exercise, identifying the hot 
spots across the ward, suggest specific improvements, who could 
undertake those improvements and the time frame for delivery. 

People at the meeting were also asked to think about improvements 
to the centre of Lewisham particularly to the market area and 
maybe consider whether to devote the Assembly fund towards 
some of its improvements. It is hoped that the market traders will 
also also gets to input into any proposed improvements.

4. Feedback from table discussion on assembly priorities

Appointed speakers from each table provided feedbacks on areas 
of the priority they have looked at as follows:
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 Street trees replacement – evidence collected by a group of 
residents shows that over a thousand trees has been removed 
by the Council and never replaced. People are asked to support 
tree replacement campaign by spreading the words and raising 
awareness. 

 Cracking pavements and weed growing out of them
 Road safety – Beacon Road - People driving on the wrong way 

into a one way road
 Some suggested ideas to tackling fly tipping – distribution of 

information leaflet about how to dispose of rubbish properly / 
free collections. 

 Are there any negotiation that can be done with businesses to 
take old furniture or appliance away when they deliver new 
once?

 Dog mess on pavements – Proper display of fixed penalty 
notices for people caught in the act. Does the Council have a 
statistics of the number of penalties issues?

 Hot spots areas along Molesworth Street highlighted as an 
issues. Also the areas around the back of the post office.

 Overhanging branches, leaning trees in Lime Grove needs 
trimming
Paving of areas outside the shopping Centre requires attention.

 Air pollution

5. An introduction by the Lewisham Council Enforcement

Nicholas Stabeler form the Council Crime, Enforcement and 
Regulation team provided the meeting with a general overview of 
their service. The service was formed in August 2015 and combined 
to work alongside four other major services including Licensing, 
Trading Standards, Community Safety and Public Health. Each of 
their role and functions were explained as follows:

Licensing covers premises licensing, such as out of hours sales, 
gambling, regulated entertainment, late night refreshments and 
sales of alcohol.

Trading Standards covers enforcement dealing with matters relating 
to unsafe goods. 

Community safety unit sent officers out into the community where 
there is a particular issues around antisocial behaviour. The unit 
has been involved with the police in getting CCTV cameras 
installed, trying to interact with people involved in antisocial 
behaviour. Trying to engage them in community projects to prevent 
the problem occurring.

Public health covers nuisance cases such as noisy neighbour. 
Officers from the enforcement team can issues a noise abatement 
notices as a sanction on offenders. 
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Details of how people can contact the service was provided

6. Latest update on the Gateway Development

People at the meeting were directed to read the briefing note 
provided on the progress of the Gateway Development and road 
layout. The new road layout in Lewisham is now planned for 
completion around late September 2016 instead of the initial date in 
June. The delays was partly attributed to restrictions imposed by 
Transport for London and the diversion of utility services which 
were beyond developers’ control.

7. Councillors Update

Council Budget Update
Lewisham Council has now agreed its budget for the year. People 
would have received a letter from the Mayor of Lewisham outlining 
a Council tax increase as part of efficiency saving.

Housing
The Council is working with other local authorities around how to 
deal with the implications of the new Housing Bill which is due to 
come in soon. The Bill is set to end developers’ obligations for the 
provision of affordable housing. It will also change social housing by 
introducing a rent increase of up to 5 times of what tenant currently 
pays, and ending long term secured tenure. There is an ongoing 
petition set up for this which can be found on the change.org 
website. People are encouraged to log on to the website to support 
the petition. A cross party is planned in demonstration of this matter 
on 13th March. 

London Mayoral election & the EU Referendum
There has been a recent changes how people register for election. 
Everyone needs to register individually rather than as a household.

Hither Green Station
There is an ongoing campaign to have a step free access at Hither 
Green Train Station. All the three Lewisham Central Councillors and 
the two MPS are involved in this campaign. Money has been set 
aside by the government and Network rail to fund this improvement. 
The campaign is to ensure that the project moves to phase 1 so 
that funding for the upgrade work can be release in 2017.

Private Landlord Licensing scheme
Lewisham Council is introducing a targeted landlord licensing 
scheme for residential properties above shops. This scheme is to 
be rolled over the summer months.

University Bursary Grant
Every year the Council funds up to 5 places for students to attend 
Goldsmith University. Student needs to be Lewisham residents from 
under-privileged background and would otherwise not have been 
able to afford this opportunity. The bursary was set up to 
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commemorate young people who lost their lives in the New Cross 
fire in 1981. An event to kick start this year award will take place at 
Goldsmith University on Wednesday 17th March at 5.30pm.

8. Community Updates and any other business

Hither Green Week
The week long Hither Green Festival will be taking place from the 
14th to 21st May 2016. There are open event / activities which all are 
welcomed to attend.

Positive Ageing Council Meeting
This meeting will take place on Thursday 18th June from 10am. Part 
of the discussion at this forum will include housing and how it 
affects older people.

Planning meeting
A planning meeting will take place on 16th March to discuss change 
of use for some of the shops on Springbank Road into residential.

Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the 
meeting 

9. Declaration of interest

There were no interest declared at this meeting


